
Medium & Message:
The Role of Printmaking & Pop Art in Propaganda



prop·a·gan·da
ˌpräpəˈɡandə/
noun
1. Manipulation of public opinion and behavior in favor of or in opposition to an 

idea or cause through a number of means, from the use of rhetoric and 
symbols to written or broadcast messages. 

                
“The term is derived from the Congregatio de Propaganda Fide (Congregation for the Propagation of the 
Faith), a Roman Catholic missionary agency established in 1622,” according to the Encyclopedia of the 
Modern World: 1900 to the Present by William Keylor (2005). “Propaganda differs from education in its 
deliberately one-sided view of a given issue; only that information is disseminated that will support the 
propagandists’ argument and denigrate the opinions of their opponents.”



Propaganda might question existing 
ideologies and social systems 
without providing explanation.



Propaganda might serve to identify a public nuisance or 
service usually through the promotion of some irrational fear. 



Propaganda most certainly has 
been utilized in the context of 
psychological warfare- again to 
promote a sense of irrational fear.



printmaking
ˈprintˌmākiNG/
noun
1. the activity or occupation of 

making pictures or designs by 
printing them from specially 
prepared plates or blocks.



Prints are numbered by edition. The edition of each print is written in pencil beneath 
each print, and it follows a certain format: 
the edition number over the total number of editions created;

So, if you made only six prints of an image, your first print edition will be labelled 1/6. 

Your third print edition will be labelled 3/6. 

Printmaking is 
an excellent 
way to 
reproduce 
images multiple 
times.



The work of Andy Warhol
Warhol elevated the printmaking 

technique in the mid-twentieth 
century, bridging the gap between 

low art (advertising) and high art 
(gallery). His style, which made 

use of repeated imagery from 
popular and commercial culture, 

became known as Pop Art. 
Andy Warhol. Self Portrait. 1964



Warhol

Warhol made use of 
serigraphy, or silkscreen 
printing, which was typically 
utilized to create posters, 
decals, t-shirt designs, etc., 
in order to reproduce iconic 
imagery- oftentimes 
repeating the image in 
patterns, but altering the 
color schemes for effect.

Andy Warhol. Marilyn Monroe. 1962 - 1967.



Warhol

The result of this style, 
aligned with the artist’s 

intent or otherwise, was 
the commercialization of 

the image through the 
artwork. Mao Zedong, an 

icon of communism, 
became a reproducible 

product, much like a 
consumer good.Andy Warhol. Mao. 1972,



WarholAndy Warhol. Mick Jagger. 1975.

Here Warhol makes use of printmaking 
medium in order to make a statement 
about gender and androgyny in 
applying ink to the image of Mick 
Jagger in the manner of eyeshadow 
and lipstick.



Some say Warhol 
predicted our current 
state of culture in the 
digital age, even 
though he coined 
this famous quote in 
1968. 



The art of 
Shepard 
Fairey

Often compared directly to Warhol in 
artistic style and approach, Shepard 
Fairey arrived in the art world utilizing 
the concept of propaganda in an 
artistic manner through street art and 
socially subversive poster campaigns 
throughout the 1990s.  

Shepard Fairey. Mohammed Ali. 2006.

Andy Warhol. Mohammed Ali. 1978.



Shepard Fairey

Shepard Fairey. 
Andre The Giant Has A Posse.

The Obey campaign can be explained as an experiment in Phenomenology. The first aim of 
Phenomenology is to reawaken a sense of wonder about one's environment. The Obey 
campaign attempts to stimulate curiosity and bring people to question both the campaign and 
their relationship with their surroundings. Because people are not used to seeing 
advertisements or propaganda for which the motive is not obvious, frequent and novel 
encounters with Obey propaganda provoke thought and possible frustration, nevertheless 
revitalizing the viewer's perception and attention to detail. The medium is the message.

From the Obey Manifesto:
http://www.thegiant.org/wiki/index.php/Obey_Giant

Elizabeth Daniels. 
Shepard Fairey. 



Fairey

Shepard Fairey has 
made use of his highly 

visible artistic presence 
in order to bring 

attention to current 
events and human 

rights violations typically 
absent from traditional 

American media. Shepard Fairey. Aung San Suu Kyi. 2009.



Fairey

One major distinction Fairey 
has run into which Warhol did 
not, is the highly controversial 
subject of image 
appropriation, or fair use, 
making use of an image that 
was not created by, or does 
not legally belong to you 
without supplying credit or 
compensation.

Shepard Fairey. HOPE. 2008.



Here are the printmaking tools and their proper terms you will need to 
know and use... 

GOUGE

BRAYER

PLATE

BENCH HOOK



Regarding you own printed posters...
You’ll need: 
● A design for a propagandist poster (image, text, or image & text) - DUE 

NEXT CLASS PERIOD
● Redraw the contour line image on a 3” x 4 ½” piece of paper
● trace the contour line image IN REVERSE using graphite transfer paper 

onto a Soft-Kut plate (3” x 4 ½”)
● A gouge
● Printing ink
● A brayer (the rolly thing used in applying the ink to the plate)
● Sketchbook paper (for testing AND printing)
● Complete THREE cleanly printed images, with no smudges, stray marks 

OR smears.
● Write the edition numbers beneath each print in pencil in proper format.



Step 1: Find a 
reference image 
to work from (or 
use a mirror)
Make sure it’s a 
good 
resolution- not 
too blurry or 
pixelated.



Step 2: On a 3” x 4” 
piece of paper, create a 
contour line drawing of 
the image (or reflection). 
Be sure it’s flipped, like a 
mirror image. 



Step 3: Tape your 
completed contour line 
drawing to a 3” x 4” EZ Kut 
plate. Using graphite paper 
(dark side down) transfer 
your contour line drawing 
to the plate by tracing over 
your lines.

Step 4: Go  over your 
lines in pen (ballpoint pen 
works just fine)



Step 5: Keep your reference 
image handy. Use it to 
determine which parts need 
to have more value (less 
removed), and which parts 
need to have less value 
(more removed) on the EZ 
Kut plate. It’s the opposite of 
shading with a pencil- the 
more you remove, the lighter 
the value.



Step 6A: Using a 
gouge (safely- 
always gouging 
away from you), 
begin to carve 
into the design 
on your plate.



Step 6B: Be aware that 
you will be printing onto 
white paper, meaning you 
will have to gouge out the 
highlights, white areas, 
lighter areas, etc. The 
plate you leave untouched 
will collect more ink, and 
print darker.



ALWAYS GOUGE AWAY 
FROM YOUR BODY AND 
HANDS!!

Yes, I know it is not easy. You should realize by 
now that there is nothing “easy” about art 
techniques. 


